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Synopsis

This series of essays explores the impact of information on the quality of life in modern society.
Addressing the significance of boredom as an indicator of overloads of information, Klapp argues
that the information society has become boring in spite of itself. He contends that constant
inundation with information has led to nothing less than the attrition of meaning. Redundancy and
noise, Klapp asserts, have replaced resonance and variety in the modern world. The information
society has become entropic rather than progressive and a deficit in the quality of life has resulted.
The author expands upon these problems of the information society; identifying their origins,
addressing their implications, and examining the social placebos and temporary remedies currently
employed in dealing with them. Finally, he offers his conclusions and suggests ways in which
modern man might address the loss in human potential and perhaps find a remedy for culturally

symptomatic boredom.
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